
 

 

 

 

 
The researcher imitates a mother duck's quacking in front of a group of ducklings just after they 
had hatched. They learn very rapidly to identify their mother on the basis of visual, olfactory 
and auditory cues.  

Click here to see the enlarged ducklings. 

  
  

 
 

 
Thus, the ducklings perceived the researcher as their mother and followed her accordingly. 



 
 
 

 


